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Figure 1: 171 Gloucester Street, The Rocks, viewed from the east 

 

Figure 2: 171 Gloucester Street, The Rocks 



 

Council Investigation Officer Inspection and Recommendation Report; Clause 
17(2) Part 8 of Schedule 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979 (the Act)  

Officer: Chi Lam 

Date:  1 July 2025 

Premises: 171 Gloucester Street, THE ROCKS 

Executive Summary 

1. The City of Sydney (the City) received correspondence from the Commissioner of Fire 
and Rescue NSW (FRNSW) in relation to the subject premises 10 June 2025 with 
respect to matters of fire safety. 

2. The premises consists of a 30 storey building used for residential accommodation.  

3. The City inspected the premises on 24 June 2025, accompanied by the Building 
Manager. The inspection identified fire safety provisions requiring maintenance, which 
can be addressed under the City's instruction. 

Chronology 

Date Event 

10 June 2025 FRNSW correspondence received. 

24 June 2025 The City carried out an inspection of the premises with the building 
manager and identified several deficiencies including non-compliant 
re-entry from fire stairs.  

7 July 2025 The City issued a corrective action letter instructing building owners to 
rectify matters by 8 October 2025.  

Fire and Rescue NSW Report 

4. Fire and Rescue NSW conducted an inspection of the subject premises on 13 March 
2025. 

Issues 

5. The report from Fire and Rescue NSW detailed issues as shown in the table below. 



 

Ref. Issue City response 

1 Essential Fire Safety Measures 

1A Combined Fire Hydrant and Sprinkler System: 

a The booster assembly: 

i A block plan of the fire hydrant system 
was not securely fixed within the booster 
enclosure. Whilst a block plan was 
provided, it was detached from its installed 
location and was covered in dust and 
grime and was not legible. 

During the City’s inspection on 24 
June 2025, a block plan was 
observed installed in the correct 
location with contents legible, 
addressing this issue.  

b The pumproom: 

i A block plan of the fire hydrant system had 
not been provided within the pumproom. 

During the City’s inspection on 24 
June 2025, a block plan was 
observed installed in the correct 
location with contents legible, 
addressing this issue.  

2 General 

2A Access and Egress:  

A Re-entry from fire-isolated exits – The 
doors to the fire-isolated stairways serving 
the residential levels, were all locked from 
the inside. Whilst it appears that the doors 
are fitted with a failsafe device that 
automatically unlocks the door upon 
activation of a fire alarm, the 
intercommunication system is not provided 
on each level and a sign is not fixed 
explaining its purpose and method of 
operation.  

During the City’s inspection on 24 
June 2025, re-entry from the fire 
stairs does not comply. 

On 7 July 2025 the City issued a 
corrective action letter requiring re-
entry to be rectified by 8 October 
2025. A follow up inspection will be 
undertaken to ensure works are 
completed, addressing this issue.  

 

6. FRNSW have recommended that the City inspect the subject premises and 
appropriately address noted (and other) deficiencies identified within their report. 



 

Council Investigation Officer Recommendations 

7. As a result of site inspections undertaken by the Council investigation officer a 
corrective action letter was issued on 7 July 2025 to the building owners to address the 
fire safety deficiencies identified by the City and FRNSW.  

8. It is recommended that the Commissioner of FRNSW be informed of the City's 
decision. 

 



 



 



 

 

 


